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 PNWAS NEWS        

BULLETIN 144 
                 

   WELCOME TO  

PNWAS  2020                                    

PROGRAMS!!!! 
 

Our Xmas Program is a book signing and 

cake for the new book: Basketry from the 

Ozette Village Archaeological Site by Dr. 

Dale R. Croes, W.S.U. and PNWAS Director 

(Our End of Year Party, Friday December 

20th). The signed book will be available to 

PNWAS Members for $25.00!!!! PLEASE 

Renew Membership for this Special Price, at the 

same annual rates we have had since 1985—we 

really do need your support at this time of the 

year to bring these quality programs.  
 

 

We have arranged early Winter and Spring 2020 

programs including one by Dr. Colin Grier, WSU 

Friday February 21st on his extensive 

archaeological work in B.C. Canada titled 

Where were all the Villages? Applying 

Geophysical Prospection to Understand 

Long-term Household and Community 

Dynamics in the Salish Sea, and Dr. Gary 

Wessen titled:  Makahs, Quileutes, and the 

Precontact History of the Northwestern 

Olympic Peninsula, Washington, Friday April 

17th, 2020. 

 

PLEASE Do Renew for 2020 to allow PNWAS to 

continue to provide ongoing presentations on 

current archaeology of our region and summer 

campouts at Makah Days 
  

December 20th, 2019 
 

A book signing and cake for the just released 

edition of:  
 

Basketry from the Ozette 

Village Archaeological Site 
 

By Dr. Dale R. Croes, W.S.U. and 

PNWAS Director 
(Our Xmas Party, Friday December 20th). 

 

 
One of several pen and ink drawings by Chris Walsh in the book 

 

Over three centuries ago, a large mudslide covered a 

section of the Makah village of Ozette. In a 

waterlogged condition, thousands of wood and fiber 
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artifacts were preserved. Working in equal partnership 

with the Makah Indian Nation, Washington State 

University (WSU) archaeologists excavated a section 

of this site; I was the WSU graduate student who 

undertook the study of hundreds of ancient basketry 

items. To make sure I understood the Ozette baskets, 

the tribe had me work directly with Makah Master 

Basketmakers at the Neah Bay school, resulting in this 

unique synergy of cultural and scientific analysis and 

synthesis. 

 
• First, my study here defines the diverse Ozette 

basketry attributes (modes) and statistically 

compares them to ancient basketry from all known 

Northwest Coast wet sites. 
 

 
 

• Second, I combine culturally important basketry 

attributes, as learned from Makah basketmakers, 

into basketry types which also are compared to 

types found at other wet sites; the results clearly 

indicate a continuity of basketry cultural styles in 

three regions of the Northwest Coast for 2,000 to 

3,000 years. 

 

        

Ozette cedar root coiled basket types, one with the red ochre 

paint still preserved inside 

 

• And third, I combined the Ozette basketry types 

into functional sets; they are ideal for this purpose, 

since they are recovered in their actual position in 

an ancient household and contain original contents. 

I computer mapped positions of baskets, hats and 

mats in Ozette House demonstrating the location of 

different family units and reflecting the status and 

activities of household members. 

 

 

 
Twill weave, checker weave and coil baskets being uncovered 

along the plank wall of the Ozette House 1—a well-to-do family 

area with imported baskets from north, south and eastern areas. 

 

My three-level analysis of basketry from Ozette 

Village and other Northwest Coast wet sites 

demonstrates a prominent role for basketry artifacts in 

our region's archaeological research. 

    
 

Ozette cedar bark cradle recovered from House 1. 

 

From the Editor, Dr. Darby Stapp:   
 

When Dale Croes asked us to consider publishing Basketry from 

the Ozette Village Archaeological Site: A Technological, 

Functional, and Comparative Study, the decision was easy. 

Written 50 years ago to fulfill the dissertation requirement for 

Dale’s Ph.D. at Washington State University, it was scheduled to 

be published as Volume IV of the Ozette Archaeological Project 

Research Reports. But, for various reasons it never did appear, 

and the basketry information from this important site remained 

largely inaccessible.  
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Pen and ink drawing and actual Ozette basket 

 

Remarkably, however, for the past 50 years, Dale has 

continued researching Northwest basketry, building on the 

incredible dataset that launched his career by excavating 

and analyzing basketry from wet sites across the Pacific 

Northwest. The vision he described to us was a document 

that would keep the integrity of the original dissertation 

intact, but supplemented with new information—in the 

form of footnotes—from more than a dozen major wet site 

excavations conducted in British Columbia, Washington, 

and Oregon. A little awkward perhaps (is there another 

document in existence with 268 footnotes, 232 figures, 43 

tables, and 25 maps?), but in terms of anthropological 

value, a treasure.  

 

How fortunate are the tribal and archaeological 

communities to have a major synthesis of Northwest 

basketry written by one of the few people on earth who 

could produce such a synthesis. When it comes to 

anthropological value, it doesn’t get much better than that, 

so our reply to Dale was an emphatic, “Yes, we would be 

honored to publish Volume IV of the Ozette Archaeological 

Project Research Reports.” 

 

 
Twined, cedar bark knob-top hat worn by Ancient Makah 

whalers 

 

As a special to PNWAS Members (please renew 

your membership for 2020) this new book will be 

made available and signed by Dale for ten dollars 

off: $25.00.  Be Sure to Renew your Membership 

for 2020 for discount. 

 
 
DATE: Friday, December 20th, 2019 
TIME: 7 pm to 9 pm 
PLACE: Mountaineers Seattle Program Center, 7700 Sand 
Point Way NE, Seattle, WA 98115 in the Cascade Room 
COST:  FREE to members, $10.00 to non-members, $5.00 for 
Students (please renew membership for 2019 and these 
programs at http://www.pnwas.org  and now through PayPal)  
Refreshments provided (Please bring cookies/snacks to share 
with the beverages). 
 

February 21st, 2020 
 

 

Where were all the Villages? Applying 

Geophysical Prospection to Understand 

Long-term Household and Community 

Dynamics in the Salish Sea  

 

By Dr. Colin Grier, Department of 

Anthropology, W.S.U. Vancouver 

 

 
Canadian Gulf Islands where Dr. Grier has done much of his 

work. 

 

Despite decades of archaeological survey, CRM work, 

and targeted excavation inside houses, the sample of 

documented precontact Salishan house and village 

plans — and even simply village locations — remains 

surprisingly limited. As a result, many questions about 

household and village dynamics over the short and 

long term remain difficult to address. I outline how 

http://www.pnwas.org/
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geophysics and archaeological ground-truthing can be 

productively applied to this problem, illustrated 

primarily by recent and ongoing research in the 

southern Gulf Islands of British Columbia. I also lay 

out some long-standing and emerging hypotheses 

concerning household and village organization, and 

how addressing these can serve the goal of restorative 

justice and reconciliation for Indigenous peoples of the 

Pacific Northwest. 
 

 
Preparing to take samples from a long house depression 

area on Galiano Island, Gulf Islands, Vancouver, B.C., 

Canada 

 
DATE: Friday, February 21st, 2020 
TIME: 7 pm to 9 pm 
PLACE: Mountaineers Seattle Program Center, 7700 Sand 
Point Way NE, Seattle, WA 98115 in the Cascade Room 
COST:  FREE to members, $10.00 to non-members, $5.00 for 
Students (please renew membership for 2019 and these 
programs at http://www.pnwas.org  and now through PayPal)  
Refreshments provided (Please bring cookies/snacks to share 
with the beverages). 

 

 
Taking the samples from a long house depression on 

Galiano Island, Gulf Islands, Vancouver, B.C., Canada 

 

 
Pacific Northwest Archaeological Society                                      
        1219 Irving Street SW Tumwater WA  98512  
             Join at http://www.pnwas.org 

 

 
 

                                                                                   

 

Join us Friday December 20th, 2019 for our Xmas Party and Cake  

Basketry from the Ozette Village Archaeological Site 
Book Signing by Dr. Dale R. Croes, W.S.U. and PNWAS Director 

http://www.pnwas.org/
http://www.pnwas.org/

