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PNWAS	NEWS								
BULLETIN	174	
              
 
CELEBRATING 

OUR 41ST ANNIVERSARY!!!! 
WELCOME TO PNWAS 2026   

SPRING Programs  
Please Renew your 

Membership for 2026 to 
participate in upcoming 
Mima Mound Surveys, 

Mammoth Exhibition and 
Atlatl-making and Stone 
Tool Making Workshops. 

 
AND if you missed any of the PNWAS 
ZOOM talks see all 26 of them on our 
PNWAS YouTube Channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/user/SeattlePNWAS 
 
The recent Late Winter talk (warning: Adult 
Language…): 
 

The Undervalued Chiton as a Shellfish Resource on the 
Northwest Coast of North America 

 
By Dr. Dale R. Croes, W.S.U./PNWAS 

 
is now available on our YouTube channel (above). 
 
Please renew now for 2026!: 
https://pnwas-
society.weebly.com/membership.html ), so 
you will get an invitation to join the ZOOM 
meetings and several 
field/exhibit/workshop activities mentioned 
above. Talks are on Thursday evenings and 
start at 6:30 pm. 

THANKS for Renewing for 2026 to help us with these 
programs.  I am attaching a membership schedule and 
form here if you have not renewed yet.   
 

Best wishes and look forward to programs into the 41st 
and New Year of PNWAS 2026!!!!  Dale 

 

Dr. Rick Knecht gave the October PNWAS talk on the 
day he arrived at the site after the typhoon damaged 60 
perpendicular feet of site (see below).  He gave us a 
thorough update of what’s been done by the Nunelleq 
community to rescue what they can, now over 1,000 
wood/fiber artifacts!  Also PNWAS continues to operate 
a GoFundMe site for donations to help them with the 
progress: https://www.gofundme.com/f/support-
rescuing-wood-and-fiber-artifact-in-western-alaska .  
 
PNWAS has raised over $13,750.00 for the project, and 
Rick indicated in his recent update that they now can 
support a volunteer crew to return after the thaw and he 
expects they will recover over 5,000 more wood/fiber 
perishables artifacts at that time.  He also indicated that 
he will update us with a PNWAS ZOOM talk on the 
results in the Fall of 2026.  DO DONATE—ANY 
AMOUNT HELPS OUR COMMUNITY EFFORT!!! 

 

GATEWAY TO SQUAXIN—OUR 
CHEHALIS RIVER 

HYPOTHESIS TESTING & 
SURVEY, AND HELPING THE 

SQUAXIN MUSEUM 
MAMMOTH EXHIBIT 

 
 
Time for some PNWAS fieldwork and volunteer help 
offered to support the upcoming Squaxin Museum 
Mammoth Exhibit. 
 
Since our Qwu?gwes wet site excavations with the Squaxin 
Island Tribe (1999-2009—some of you volunteered (esp. 
member Dale Fishel))—I have been a member of the 
Squaxin Museum Board.  Over the last several years we 
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have arranged a loan of mammoth bones from the Cowlitz 
County Museum (you might remember our Date a 
Mammoth drive where we dated two bones, a leg bone at 
18,300 years old  (left image) and a tooth at 15,000 years 
old; right image). 
 

   
 
We are working on a story line for this  planned June 2026 
exhibit and it centers on  the concept of our Chehalis River 
Hypothesis  with the belief that First Peoples came down 
the glaciated coast and the first place they could pass into 
the open American Continent would be up the Chehalis 
Drainage, leading to entrance into the Black Lake Spillway, 
draining  freshwater Lake Russell (now Puget Sound), and 
traditional Squaxin Island Tribe Territory (see maps, 
below). 
 

  
 

 
(Above) entrance into the entire continent up Chehalis drainage and 
(below) the Black Lake Spillway to fresh-water lake Russell in Squaxin 
traditional territory 
 
One unique large stone biface has been found above Black 
Lake, and the owner sold it to collectors back east. The 
main person who investigated this gray igneous biface was 
long time friend of PNWAS, Archaeologist Scott Williams, 
who took several pictures of it before it was sold. To get it 
back for the Squaxin exhibit we went to the SPSCC 3-D 
printing lab and their students have successfully brought 
back the Black Lake Biface so we can exhibit it along with 
replicated Clovis Points, Clovis bone/ivory, eyed needles 
and beads, and Atlatls/spear thrower (we will have atlatl 
making workshops like PNWAS has had in the past (one at 
President Matt Barclay’s home)).  
 

             
 
(Left) Photograph of original Black Lake Biface and (right) 
Lead Archaeologist who originally photographed and 
researched this find, holding a SPSCC 3-D replica of the actual-
size point for exhibit and public handling. 
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Undoubtedly these First Peoples would have encountered a 
new rich environment filled with megafauna, such as 
extinct huge bison (see April talk), mammoths, mastodons, 
sloths, and other game.  
 
The  Black Lake Spillway would also have a unique large 
geological feature, The Mima Mounds in the SW corner. 
Thousands of mounds, as yet not explained, line the edge of 
the Capital State Forest Park, rising into the Black Hills, 
these mounds commonly are over 6 feet tall. At this late 
Pleistocene times these mounds represented a tundra 
grassland, of particular interest to these huge herbivores.  
  

         
 

(Left mima mounds in today’s Black Lake valley with paths for visitors; 
Mammoth and Bison move in lines and could be ambushed from 
behind these ~6’ high mounds; (Right) reconstructed tundra grassland 
mima mound ice age environment. 
 

We envision that First Peoples/Early Squaxins could use the 
pathways through the vast mima mounds to ambush 
mammoth, bison and other late Pleistocene megafauna 
using atlatl/spear throwers, as commonly thought used with 
Clovis-like points at this early time. 
 

     
 

Mock up of how the Squaxin Museum Mammoth Exhibit will appear 
in the museum. The mammoth bones will be in the covered cases and 
the weaponry (atlatl, clovis point replicas, touch screens for story of 
Chehalis River Hypothesis, etc. will be on shelf to right.   
 
PNWAS MEMBER FIELDWORK AND TOURS 
 
We plan to have PNWAS members not only help with tours 
and exhibit, but also help with weekend camping trips to the 
beautiful campgrounds (below) off the mima mound park 
and walk some of the drainages that enter the Black Lake 
Spillway to survey for any signs of very early sites.  I’m 
working with Matt Barclay, President, Kathleen Hawes 
Vice President and member archaeologist Jason Channel, to 

develop these fieldtrips and walking surveys (the more eyes 
the better) in the Spring of 2026.  
 
We’ll walk transits through the low forest areas and every 
10 m scrap off the forest duff to the original surface with 
common 4-prong rakes (hope you have one!), we call FDRs 
(Forest Duff Removers) and look for signs of campfires and 
stone flakes.  This has proven to be a successful way to find 
ancient sites in forested/plant covered areas. 
 

         
 

Forest Duff Removal (FDR) rake for survey work and 
nearby campgrounds with picnic tables, metal cooking 
grills, and ample space for tents or to park your 
camper/RV (no hookups) 
 
As a State Park you need a Discover Pass, and they have 
nice outhouses (see pictures here) near Waddell Creek. 
 

              
 

To join in these and other events you need to be an 
updated PNWAS membership—if you have not, please 
renew for 2026! Please also send an email indicating 
your interest so we can start scheduling for weekends 
this spring (send to dcroes444@gmail.com). 
 
Members would bring their own foods, tents, camping gear, 
and we could share meal preparation (probably bag lunches 
for the walks/hikes) and possible sharing for dinners over 
the campfires.   
 

Also, we will have stone tool making and atlatl making, and 
using, workshops at the Squaxin Museum for PNWAS 
Members. More to come as we develop the plans and we 
hope you are interested in testing our hypothesis!!!! 
 

“F
DR

” 
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SPRING PNWAS 
 

Thursday, April 16th, 2026  
 

Terminal Pleistocene Bison and 
Sloth from Vancouver Island 

 

   
 

By Morley Eldridge 
Millennia Research Limited 

 
In line with our theme of the Chehalis River 
Hypothesis and Squaxin Museum Mammoth exhibit, 
we will have a talk by archaeologist Morley Eldridge, 
Victoria, B.C. on recent megafauna finds on southern 
Vancouver Island.  They have found Bison antiquus 
(see below) bones with distinct butchering cut marks. 
 

We are finding more evidence of peoples 
moving down the glaciated coast using the abundant 
megafauna they encountered. These Victoria, B.C., 
finds are right across from the Manis Mastodon site in 
Sequim where they found a bone spear point in a rib 
(10,800 years old; we are working on getting a loan of 

this rib and bone point for our Squaxin Museum 
Mammoth exhibit)! 
  

 
 
Cut marks found on Bison antiquus bones recently recovered 
from southern Vancouver Island. 
  
Please renew memberships in PNWAS for 2026 to 
be able to participate in the exciting Gateway to 
Squaxin: The Mammoth Exhibit, our planned 
campout surveys for First Peoples sites in the 
Mimma Mounds area of SW Washington and our 
upcoming ZOOM meetings/programs 
(see  Membership - PACIFIC NORTHWEST 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY (weebly.com)   to 
renew with PayPal or print out our form and mail 
(attached in this email)). 
 

	
Pacific	Northwest	Archaeological	Society																																					 
								1219	Irving	Street	SW	Tumwater	WA		98512  
Renew/Join for 2026 at https://pnwas-society.weebly.com/membership.html and 
PayPal   

 
 
 

 
 

      Thursday, April 16th, 2026  
 

Terminal Pleistocene Bison and Sloth from 
Vancouver Island 

 

By Morley Eldridge 
Millennia Research Limited 
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