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CELEBRATING

OUR 41°" ANNIVERSARY!!!!
WELCOME TO PNWAS 2026

Please Renew your
Membership for 2026 to
participate in upcoming

Mima Falls Surveys,
Mammoth Exhibition and
Atlatl-making and Stone
Tool Making Workshops.

AND if you missed any of the PNWAS
ZOOM talks see all 27 of them on our

PNWAS YouTube Channel:
https://www.voutube.com/user/SeattlePNWAS

The recent and excellent Spring talk:

Terminal Pleistocene Bison and Sloth from Vancouver

Island, B.C.
By Morley Eldridge, Millennia Research Limited

is now available on our YouTube channel (above).

Please renew now for 2026!: https://pnwas-
society.weebly.com/membership.html ), so you will
get an invitation to join the ZOOM meetings and
several field/exhibit/workshop activities mentioned
above. Talks are on Thursday evenings and start at
6:30 pm.

THANKS for Renewing for 2026 to help us with
these programs. I am attaching a membership
schedule and form here if you have not renewed
yet.

FALL PNWAS:
Thursday, October 22, 2026

Rescuing Thousands of Eroded Wood
and Fiber Artifacts from an Ancient
Yup’ik Village, AK, Summer 2026 An
UPDATE

Dr. Rick Knecht, University of Aberdeen, UK

Dr. Rick Knecht gave the Fall 2025 PNWAS talk on the day he
arrived at the site after the typhoon damaged 60 perpendicular
feet of site. He gave us a thorough update in the Spring,
covering what’s been done by the Nunelleq community to
rescue what they can, now over 1,000 wood/fiber artifacts!

On June 7™ Rick Reported on Facebook (see attached artifacts
of the day on this email that he posts):

Rescue archaeology continues at the Nunalleq site with one week
left to save what we can from the very rapid erosion now taking
Place on this part of the Bering Sea coast. An international crew of
volunteer archaeologists, conservators along with support staff
firom Qanirtuuq Inc. and Nalaquq LLC, in Quinhagak are working
long hours, six days a week. We are also grateful for support from
the Pacific Northwest Archaeological Society, the Daughters of
the American Revolution, and the Anchorage Museum.

When asked on Facebook that day: If you guys got more funding
could you go longer in the field?

RICK's REPLY: YES- more funds would do it. The digging crew
is unpaid and cover their own travel expenses so we are able to
stretch any funding a long way.

Rick still can use our HELP to continue the field and lab
work with the expected recovery of over 5,000 more
wood/fiber perishables artifacts rescued this summer. PNWAS
continues our GoFundMe site so we can help them with the
heroic effort—please read and continue to help at:
https://www.gofundme.com/f/support-rescuing-wood-and-
fiber-artifact-in-western-alaska.—ANY AMOUNT PROVIDES

THE VITAL MARGIN NEEDED AT THIS CRITICAL TIME!!!!
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GATEWAY TO SQUAXIN—OUR RECENT CHEHALIS
RIVER HYPOTHESIS (CRH) TESTING & SURVEY,
HELPING THE SQUAXIN MUSEUM

MAMMOTH EXHIBIT

FIELD TESTING THE CRH HYPOTHESIS IN THE
MIMA MOUNDS AND FOOTHILLS; MAY 23/24™ 2026

We began our testing of the Mima Mounds and foothills
over the mounds at Mima Falls Trailhead on the weekend
of May 23/24, and found sites! Twenty PNWAS Members
participated with a demonstration of Ground Penetrating
Radar (GPR) to look under the mounds and field walk
surveys and field testing the original surfaces with FDR
rakes (Forest Duff Removal).

Early morning gathering of PNWAS members May 23" for orientation
and beginning the field survey and GPR demonstrations with plenty of
Starbuck’s coffee, fruit trays and cupcakes provided.

David Munsell (who perfected and explained the FDR survey
technique) and Jamey Taylor, DNR archaeologist overlooking LIDAR
maps of the Mima Mounds area.

(Left) Dr. Steven Hackenberger, CWU, starting trail transect with GPR
demonstration for groups of PNWAS participants; (right) Dr. James
Brown, WDOT, on mound transect in picnic area.

(Left) Dr. Hackenberger showing Valerie Viera (Squaxin Museum
Intern) the readout display on the GPR machine; (right) David
Munsell show’s member George Boyer how to dig camas on the
mounds with traditional digging tool.

After showing members what to look for on a walking
survey (fire-cracked-rock (FCR), charcoal, bone (Member
Bill Guy brought his mammoth tusks!), and stone flakes),
the four teams took turns learning about the GPR survey
and walking 4 trail loops of the Mima Mounds.

David Munsell took some of use into the forested area of
the mima mounds and scrapped through the forest duff with
an FDR and immediately found a FCR and firepit area site
between two mounds!! Steve ran a GPR transect across the
two mounds on either side of the site and found only large
cobbles in the exposed site area.

llFDR"

David Munsell, Archaeologist, perfected use of the Forest Duff
Removal (FDR) tool for scrapping forest floor down to original
surface to look for sites in area (see below).



(Left) Distinct Fire Cracked Rocks (FCR) feature located with FDR
technique between two mound in picnic area—we found and
documented a site on the original glacial surface; (right) Jamey Taylor
running GPR over FCR area between mound for GPR Line 14 (red);
background includes mound with table and line shows 2" half of 21
meter transect (GPR Line 16 blue) over mounds.

Table

Log

FCR

The 21 meter long transect of the GPR running over the top of two
mounds. The center dip is the location of the FCR site feature. Note
reflections at the core of the mounds, estimated to be 1 meter (3 ft)
below surface. The mound on the left has a reflection feature that
etends from 1 to 2 meters below surface.

On the following morning, May 24", we met at the Mima
Falls Trailhead to explore the forest floor overlooking the
Mima Mound Valley where camps would likely be
established to watch for megafauna, and other people(!),
crossing the mima mound region.

(Left) Meeting for orientation with Dr. Steven Hackenberger giving us
a GPR report before taking our FDRs and going up the Mima Falls
Trailhead; (right) Member Doug Ryan, Ecologist, finding FCR and
charcoal with his FDR on a site overlooking the Mima Mound Valley.
He removed duff to original Pleistocene glacial gravel surface.

So the first PNWAS field testing was a resounding success!
We plan to continue this field testing (and we have DNR
permission) on the trails overlooking the Black Lake
Valley/Mima Mounds over the next two years during the
exhibit (opening this June/July). I also should point out that
the Squaxin Island Museum crew were filming hunting with
atlatls at the Mima Mounds while we were working with
GPR and FDR. They are producing a 15 minute Al
generated film of the hunts for the Squaxin Mammoth
Exhibit (see some Al images below).

Please watch for future field testing through your PNWAS
Membership!

To join in these and other events you need to be an
updated PNWAS membership—if you have not, please
renew for 2026! Please also send an email indicating
your interest so we can start scheduling for weekends
this summer (send to dcroes444@gmail.com).

Also, we will have stone tool making and atlatl making, and
using, workshops at the Squaxin Museum for PNWAS
Members. More to come as we develop the plans and we
hope you are interested in testing our hypothesis!!!!

Please renew memberships in PNWAS for 2026 to
be able to participate in the exciting Gateway to
Squaxin: The Mammoth Exhibit, our planned
campout surveys for First Peoples sites in the
Mimma Mounds area of SW Washington and our
upcoming ZOOM meetings/programs

(see Membership - PACIFIC NORTHWEST
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY (weebly.com) to
renew with PayPal or print out our form and mail
(attached in this email)).

Here’s some other images from the development of the
Squaxin Island Tribe Mammoth Exhibit and fun PNWAS
Field Survey in the Mima Mound Valley.

Al generated images of mammoth hunts in the Mima Mounds
generated by the Squaxin Mammoth Exhibit Planners © Smart
Meme Studios.
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REMEMBER (and critical at this time)!!!! Rick

Knecht still needs our HELP to continue the
CURRENT field and lab work with the expected recovery of
over 5,000 more wood/fiber perishables artifacts rescued this
summer. PNWAS continues our GoFundMe site so we can
help them with the heroic effort—please read and continue to
help at: https://www.gofundme.com/f/support-rescuing-wood-
and-fiber-artifact-in-western-alaska—ANY AMOUNT

PROVIDES THE VITAL MARGIN NEEDED AT THIS CRITICAL
TIME!!!!

Al generated image of thanking the mammoth for giving its life to the
early hunters on the tundra and glacial covered Mima Mound/Black
Lake valley © Smart Meme Studios.

Yupik member Jimmy Jones recovered this mask on the beach
following last Fall’s typhoon—Dr. Rick Knecht needs your help
rescuing thousands of wood and fiber artifacts right now (see
GoFundMe)—Thank you for your attention to this PNWAS

sponsored community rescue!
(Right) PNWAS member Bill Guy with site signboard (not mug board)

on mound; (right) youngest member of PNWAS, Willow, with father
and archaeologist Jason Channel (Willow is PNWAS Vice President
Kathleen Hawes’ Granddaughter!).

Pacific Northwest Archaeological Society
1219 Irving Street SW Tumwater WA 98512

Renew/Join for 2026 at https://pnwas-society.weebly.com/membership.html and
PayPal

Thursday, October 22", 2026

Community Rescuing Thousands of Eroded Wood and
Fiber Artifacts from an Ancient Yup’ik Village, AK,
Summer 2026 An UPDATE

Dr. Rick Knecht, University of Aberdeen, UK

at this

with your support, a large fragment of an open weave twined grass basket, a carrying basket, a form still made and
used by Yup'ik women today. It is between 400-500 years old. Preservation of grass at the site is made possible by permafrost which has disappeared
in past years because of rising temperatures.

4


https://www.gofundme.com/f/support-rescuing-wood-and-fiber-artifact-in-western-alaska
https://www.gofundme.com/f/support-rescuing-wood-and-fiber-artifact-in-western-alaska
https://pnwas-society.weebly.com/membership.html

